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Scooter Learns to Forgive

Teacher: Oh, hello, friends! Oh, | just love saying the
word "friends." I'm so thankful that each of you is my
friend. Friendship is a gift from Jesus, and | pray that
each of you has a friend or two, and that Jesus is helping
you to be a good friend.

Oh, having a friend is wonderful. But being a good friend
is not always easy. In fact, my dog Scooter has been
learning that lesson this very week. Oh, | can hear
Scooter now — hold on, everyone, let me go get him.

(Teacher exits and returns with Scooter.)

Teacher: Okay, Scooter. Oh, hello, Scooter! Boys and
girls, can you say hello to my dog, Scooter?

Scooter, it's so good to see you. Oh, but what is in your
mouth, Scooter?

[Scooter shows toy]

Oh, it's Mr. Puggles — this is Scooter's favorite toy. Oh,
and Mr. Puggles has been all torn up. Oh, Scooter's a



little sad about that. Scooter, I'm so sorry that Mr.
Puggles has been torn up.

Teacher (to kids): You see, boys and girls, our next-door
neighbor has a brand-new puppy dog — his name is
Butch. Well, we wanted to visit Butch, and Scooter
thought of a wonderful idea: bringing over his favorite
toy, Mr. Puggles, to share. Scooter wanted to be a good
friend. But before we knew it, Butch had taken Mr.
Puggles and torn him up.

Oh, Scooter is so sad — and a little angry, too.

Teacher: Now, Scooter, | think you should stop being sad
and mad at Butch. You know, Butch is just a little puppy
dog, and he just doesn't know how to be a good friend

like you yet.

You know, Scooter, when you first came to my house, you
chewed up several pairs of my shoes.

[Scooter shakes head no]
Oh, yes you did.

[Scooter shakes head no]



Oh, yes you did.
[Scooter shakes head no]
Oh, yes you did!

Scooter, the pointis — | forgave you, and | think you need
to forgive Butch.

[Scooter shakes head no]

Now, | am afraid that if you don't forgive Butch, your
heart will become prickly inside. In fact, I've placed
something in your special canister to help you learn how
your heart might end up feeling if you don't forgive
Butch. Can we see what's inside your canister?

[Scooter nods head yes]

Oh, good. Now, you know what to do, Scooter — you've
got to turn over on your back. Oh, this is always a little
ticklish for Scooter! Oh, there we go.

Teacher (to kids): See, boys and girls, this is Scooter's
special canister. He keeps things in there to help us learn
more about trusting and following Jesus.

Well, Scooter, can we look inside the canister? All right —



okay, let me open it up. Okay... let's see what's inside.
Oh my —it's a th— Oh! Oh, no, no, no! Scooter, open your
mouth! Scooter, are you hurt?

(Scooter has bitten down on the thorn inside the
canister.)

Oh, Scooter, I'm so sorry, Scooter. You're not supposed
to put thorns inside your mouth — you'll get hurt. Oh,
Scooter.

But maybe this is a lesson you've learned. Because,
Scooter, just as you bit down on that thorn and got hurt
— well, if you don't forgive Butch, your heart will get hurt
too, and it will stay sad and angry.

Scooter, do you want your heart to be sad? Do you think
Jesus wants you to stay angry with Butch? Well, Scooter,
are you ready to forgive Butch?

[Scooter nods yes]

Oh, good, Scooter — that's my good boy! You're such a
smart dog. Well, Scooter, next time we go visit Butch,
we'll just take over some doggy treats, and that way he'll
learn how to be a good friend.



Teacher (closing to kids): Well, boys and girls, | hope
you've learned from Scooter that you can forgive others
when they do wrong things to you. Now, forgiving others
Is not always easy, huh, Scooter? But remember — Jesus
will always help you forgive others, just as he's forgiven
you when you do wrong things.

Well, everybody, it's time to say goodbye. Say goodbye
to Scooter!
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